
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Hope Lilian Bourne was born in Oxford in 1918. She is famous for seeking a self-

sufficient life, moving into an old caravan in the ruins of Ferny Ball on Exmoor in 

1970, and living for 24 years by growing her own vegetables, fishing, hunting for 

rabbits, and drinking from a stream. Getting up at 5am each day, she'd help 

neighbouring farms with lambing and feeding, write her journal, and go for a ramble 

with her sketch pad. She wrote a weekly column for the West Somerset Free Press, 

which she picked up every Friday when she went into Withypool to collect mail, bread 

and, when she could afford it, chocolate. Hope Bourne said that she never borrowed 

money, nor claimed a penny from the public purse. 

 

Known as the Lady of Exmoor, Hope Bourne wrote five books on the area, and became 

famous through newspaper features and two television documentaries: About Britain; 

Hope Bourne Alone on Exmoor (1978) and Hope Bourne – Woman of Exmoor (1981). 

Clips of these are available to view on Youtube. In the late 1980s, Hope was persuaded 

to have a telephone put in for emergencies and, in 1994, was forced by ill health to 

move into a bungalow.  

 

Hope Bourne died in August 2010, aged 91. In 2014, Hope’s lost manuscript A Village 

of the Moor was found in the Exmoor Society's old storeroom, recording her insights 

into Withypool village life in the late 1960s.  
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