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PREFACE 

On 13 March 1995 Glenys Kinnock, prominent MEP (and wife of Neil Kinnock, former Leader of 
the Labour Party and by then EU Commissioner) wrote to a constituent:  “I have contacted the 

European Commission to check whether there are any proposals in the pipeline which would mean 
enforced metrication in Britain and have been informed that there are no such proposals afoot.  
Unfortunately, from time to time such stories about Europe tend to circulate and I understand that a 

number of people have been in touch with the Commission recently on this matter...... I hope that 
this information is helpful to you.” 

That was written more than two months after enforcement (by the Metric Regulations of 1994 in 

compliance with Directive 80/181/EEC as amended by 89/617/EEC) of the first stage of 
compulsory metrication, governing the sale of wines and spirits (e.g. millilitres in place of gills) as 

from 1 January 1995, and barely six months before implementation of the second stage, requiring 
use of metric units on sale of pre-packed goods as from 1 October that year!   

Many MPs were likewise in denial; for there had been no public consultation and no mention of the 

issue in any party‟s general election manifesto.  Prior to enforcement under powers deriving from 
Edward Heath‟s European Communities Act 1972, any threat of compulsory metrication had 
meanwhile been discounted by Technology Minister Tony Benn‟s repeated assurances in 1968 that 

“Compulsion is not part of the process” and by Margaret Thatcher‟s dismantling of Harold 
Wilson‟s Metrication Board in 1979.  

Yet ever since 1995 government ministers and officials have sought to justify metrication by 

chanting their mantra, “The UK took the decision to adopt the metric system in 1965”, which is 
quoted in every official communication. Even the Minister for Universities and Science, The Rt. 

Hon. David Willetts MP, writing to another MP on 21 November 2011, advised:  “The decis ion for 
the UK to adopt metric units was originally taken in 1965, and has been the policy of every 
Government since”, which he knows to be untrue. The pretence that conversion from imperial to 

metric in Britain was voluntary and long preceded membership o f the EEC is the „Big Lie‟ which 
this pamphlet fully exposes. Accompanying a standard response from the Department for Business 

is a series of seven letters which I exchanged with its responsible officials.  To my last letter, of 
course, there was no reply.  

As our late, great friend Bernard Levin wrote in The Times on 15 August 1995:  “Do you seriously 

believe that if this government had come out and told the truth about what was imminent we would 
have allowed it to happen?  But the deeply rooted culture o f lying by which this government lives 
has so sprouted that it towers over everything.  If you think that I am making it up, let me tell you 

that when the secret, the hidden agenda upon which the British people are now impaled, was 
revealed and our rulers were asked why they had not come out with the truth at once, they said it 

was not necessary because the British people had already agreed – in 1965.”   The „Big Lie‟ still 
prevails, seventeen years later.  

Vivian Linacre 22nd January 2012 
 

The British Weights and Measures Association exists to protect and promote British weights and 

measures, and to oppose compulsory use of the metric system.  



 



 



 























 


